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RUSK1N IN RELATION TO DANTE. 


between master and operative, and all their best interest 
ultimately depend on these.” When he writes on Dante j S 
the “ Stones of Venice (vol. ii. p. 329), he says : “ J'* 

sins of Christians are, in the seventeenth Canto [ 0 f tJ J C 
Purgatorio], traced to the deficiency or aberration of a ff c C 
tion.” In a passage of “ Modern Painters,” the same princinf* 
is applied to art : “ The only true test of good or bad is ultimate! ° 
strength of affection. For it does not matter with what wise 
purposes, or on what wise principles the thing is drawn, if it b e 
not drawn for love of it, it will never be right ; and if it $ e 
drawn for love of it, it will never be wrong — love’s misrepresenta- 
tion being truer than the most mathematical presentation.’' 

» (To be continued 1 ) 


A STUDY OF THE FIRST PSALM. 

{Notes of a Lesson for Older Children.) 

By T. G. Rooper. 

Biblical studies occupy a large portion of the time which is 
devoted to the education of nearly all children. Many of those 
who think most carefully about education are anxious that 
children should in future exercise the constructive powers of 
the mind rather more than they do at present, even if they 
have, in consequence, less time to spend in storing up informa- 
tion. While a child is mastering a skeleton outline of the 
History of Israel, his mind is receptive rather than constructive 
throughout the process. The question is, Can any course of 
Biblical study be arranged in which the child shall be called 
upon to exercise his imagination, fancy and judgment? Can 
a child be set to any task, the result of which will be a produc- 
tion of his own, however imperfect, and not a reproduction of 
somebody else’s work, however excellent. In the following 
brief notes of a lesson on the First Psalm, I have endeavoured 
to indicate a method by which the child can learn the pleasure 
of constructive mental efforts in Biblical as in other subjects. 

I do not suppose that such lessons can be given to large classes 
in a school; but in the confidence of a family circle or of a very 
small class, I think the experiment would be attended with 
success. 


LESSON I. 

The Beatitude Psalms and the Beatitudes. 

“ Blessed is the man that hath not walked in the counsel of the 
ungodly.” There are several Psalms which commence like the 
the first with the expression, “ Blessed is the man." These are 
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sometimes called the Beatitude Psalms, because 
of the opening words of the Sermon on the Mount. Us 

Psalm xxxii.— Blessed is he whose unrighteousness ; 

‘ fo r „ 


given. 


Psalm xli— Blessed is he that considered the «« 
needy. P °° r »»<> 

Psalm xci . — [Blessed Is] he that dwelleth under a c 
of the Most High. ine defence 

Psalm cxii. — Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord 
Psalm cxxviii.— Blessed are all they that fear the Lord 
After a study of these Psalms, the first ten verses of n 
Sermon on the Mount become much fuller and richer in n ^ 
ing, according to the old proverb which thus compares tno^"' 
the Old and New Testaments : 0gether 

“ I he New in the Old is concealed, 

I he Old in the New is revealed.” 

To-day we will read these five Psalms and the opening of the 
Sermon on the Mount. Perhaps during the next few days each 
o us may find leisure to read all this over again alone, and the 
first salm several times. Each of you should write out in your 
own anguage what you think is the meaning of the first Psalm 

wrten ’ When y ° U Sha " read out ' vhat you have 


LESSON II. 

Psalm I. Its General Meaning. 

wldrh the IaS -l eS f° n WC Iearnt to P ut together several Psalms 
winch open with the word “ Blessed ’’-that is, “ happy ’’-and to 

mpare them with the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. 

berrinc^t / 6 "* s ^ uc 'y the first Psalm by itself. The sacred poet 
Tf *c f L. S W1 ^ an exc taniation, “Happy is the man 99 ! 

hi<? rL S * °r 1C ^ la< ^ ^ een thinking, and suddenly interrupted 

his Cham of thought with this cry, "Happy is the man.” What 

Do„H„- nPr “ Cn : t0 bls ^'Oughts ? It seems as if he had been 
tt overt ie conduct and mode of life of men and women. 

manv ° SC ^ in .^ ls m ' nd many different people pursuing 

crowd a' f ren ‘ aims ln He watches the movement of the 

Se studies what it is that each one strives to attain. H e 

VG a s° may, how varied are the hopes and aspirations of 
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tz st n * - 

abundance of money. Some would ac^ they ° nly had 

in a favourite pursuit A m ept 3S la PP>ness success 

forms itself in our m“nds a L™ n) '- colourcd rapidly 

treasure which men set the C'reatesysl.? 5 ^ ailri<dl ' es what is the 
the busy, restless scene mis i • * by ' Look ing on at 

time in striving after S ome t b T" must needs pass their 

hear, d) s h parts of our £ 

hrL;ri“':h^ 

grain resembles the happy man, the unhappy man is the chaff. 

futu e r f°T f ° rVVard likC the P r °P het - and —Pares the 
future fate of the two men. God is the punisher of sin His 

punishment is misfortune or death. Sorrow or death will dog 

the steps of the “ unhappy ” man, while prosperity will bless tlm 

happy one who has chosen the law of God for his daily exercise 

I he fortunes of the happy man are the care of God, who knows 

the paths which he follows and forgets him not, while the paths 

of the wicked are like lost tracts in the desert, which end in 
destruction. 

LESSON III. 

Translations of the First Psalm. 

In the last lesson we expressed in language of our own, and 
therefore in a very imperfect way, the meaning of the' first 




study of the first psalm. 


^av^will study the renderings which^tTw 
‘’ir I will read y<»- Milton’s version of the first P salmi 
“tards another version by S.r Philip S.dney and the,, We 
r rlk them over and cons.der which we prefer. P erh 
vou may like to attempt a version of your own before 
the" next fesson, when it can be read out. At any rate, you can 
hrincr a copy of some other version. 


MILTON’S VERSION OF THE FIRST PSALM. 

Blest is the man who hath not walked astray 
In council of the wicked, and in the way 
Of sinners hath not stood, and in the seat 
Of scorners hath not sat ; but in the great 
Jehovah’s law is ever his delight, 

And in his law he studies day and night. 

He shall be as a tree which planted grows 
By watery streams, and in his season knows 
To yield his fruit, and his leaf shall not fall, 

And what he takes in hand shall prosper all. 

Not so the wicked, but as chaff which fanned 
The wind drives, so the wicked shall not stand 
In judgment, or abide their trial then, 

Nor sinners in the assembly of just men. 

For the Lord knows the upright way of the just, 

And the way of bad men to ruin must. 

SIR P. SIDNEY’S VERSION OF THE FIRST PSALM. 

He is blessed who neither loosely treads 
The staying steps as wicked counsaile leads ; 

Ne for bad mates in way of sinning waiteth, 

Nor yet himself with idle scorners seateth, 

But on God's law his hart’s delight doth bind, 

Which night and day he calls to marking mind. 

He shall be like a freshly planted tree, 

To which sweet springs of water neighbours be ; 

Whose branches fail not timely fruit to nourish, 

Nor wither’d leaf shall make it fail to flourish : 

So all the things whereto that man doth bend 
Shall prosper still with well-succeeding end. 

Such blessings shall not wicked wretches see, 

But like vile chaff with wind shall scattered be ; 
f or neither shall the men in sin delighted 
Consist, when they to highest doom are cited, 

^e yet shall suffered be a place to take 
^ here godly men do their assembly make* 
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LESSON IV. 

Foreign Translations of the First Psalm. 

first Psalm which hall becTmad^b r K enderin S s of the 

we will examine some of the , ^ by Enghsh poeU To-day 
into other languages than English "pTha^s' r"" 
some of you may like to trZ n * • after readln S them, 

{ItUneedfesstoTpiiLtehT • ,n Germa " ®r Latin! 

and the Vulgate are wed knn f ^ translations of Luther 
in various tongues without extended VelearA)" *“ f ° Und 

lesson V. 

Prayers Based on the First Psalm. 

Psalm h h V -\f IrCady SpCnt a g0od deal of time over the first 
I sa'rn bu. there yet remains one thing more which we mly 

do. The Hebrew poets, when they wrote their songs not onlv 

Nature butTf^lf ^ f ° rtUneS ° f ma ° and of the beauties of 
snn \ b /, hCSe thmgS in their relation to God. Their 
songs beautiful as they are in themselves, are more than 

eau 1 u works of art. They are religious musings. What we 

admire we strive to be like. What we ardently wish to be we 
can by the aid of words express in prayer. Thus Bishop 
laylor has written us a prayer which is based upon the first 

S a m * I rea ^ it to you, and then you can perhaps write 
one on the same model, only in your own words: 

“ A Prayer that zve may continually meditate in God's Law , 
and have no fellozvship with zvicked persons in their 
manner of living and dying', 

‘ O holy Jesu, Fountain of all blessing, the Word of the 
Eternal Father, be pleased to sow the good seed of Thy word 
in our hearts, and water it with the dew of Thy divinest Spirit ; 
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' exercise ourselves in it day and night we may be 

that while _ the water side, bringing forth in alt times 

like a tree P ' D f a holy conversation, that we may never 

a "l S T,he way of sinners nor have fellowship with the u„. 
ta tfu'l works of darkness, but that when this life is ended, „ e 
, our portion in the congregation of the righteous, and 
may be able to stand upright in judgment, through the support- 
• m n f Thv mercy, O blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesu. 


A As I have treated the first Psalm so I should continue with 
each of the Beatitude Psalms, comparing them with each other 
and the parallel or contrasted passages in the New Testament. 
In every case I should illustrate the Psalm by reference to 
translations by English poets, to translations in other languages 
with which the children might be even slightly acquainted, and 
by encouraging them to make hymns and prayers for them- 
selves after the models of the English poets and Bishop Taylor. 
The recently published “ Dictionary of Hymnology ” will supply 
the names of all the translators of the Psalms. Perowne, 
Cheyne, “ The Speaker’s Commentary,” and other works will 
offer explanations of the text. Bishop Taylors “Psalter of 
David, with Titles and Collects,” will be found very useful and 
suggestive in dealing with the last exercise which I propose. 


AN ADDRESS ON THE TEACHING 
OF POETRY.* 

By the Rey. H. C. Beeching. 

boring. They may be fac.s in 

“ Joshua, the son of Nun, 

And Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, 

Were the only two that ever got thro’ 

To the land of milk and honey;’ 

Or facts in mechanics : 

“ And so no force, however great, 

Can strain a cord, however fine, 

Into a horizontal line 
That shall be absolutely straight;’ 

Or facts in morals : 

“ ’Tis not enough to say 
I’m sorry, and repent, 

And then go on from day to day 
Just as we always went. 

Repentance is to leave 
The sins we did before, 

And show that we in earnest grieve 
By doing them no more;’ 

I am free to confess that the facts I have mentioned are, 


* Delivered to the Reading Branch of the P.N.E.U. 


